
EL GENERO Ml1'1ULUS TRATADO 

POR GRANT 

ALVARO VALEt ºZUELA GONZALEZ 

Este género, perrenecieme a la familia de las I:scrofu lariacc::ts, 
fue tratado por el Dr. Carlos Reicl1e en el tomo 6~ de los 
"Estudios Críticos s0~1re la flora de Chile", publicado en 1911 
y h:i. sido materia J e una revisión practicada por Adele Lewis 
G rant, en 1929, en el "Missouri I3otanical Garden Annal s". 

Si1.1 pretender h acer una nueva revisión, presento el trabajo 
de la se.i'íora Grant, tal como ella lo publicó, con algunas acota­
ciones. 

La señora G rant estudió especies de varios paí!:cs, pero me 
referiré solamente a las especies chilenas, conservando la nume­
ración del original. 

CENERO MIMULUS, L. 

"10.-.iVI. L11tem L. Sp. PL ed. 2-884-1763. \X'il l<l . Sp. Pl. 
3-361-1[00; I..:ndl. en Bota:.ic:il Register 12-lámina 1030-1826; 
H ook. en Curtís Botanical Magazine II-8-1:ímina 3336-1834; 
Ben th . Scroph. Ind. 28-1835; DC Prodr. 10-370-1846; H ook. and 
Arn. Bo·~- Beechey's Voyage 40-1841; Clos er. G ay, H ist. Chile 
5-l,íC-1849; Planchon en Fl. des Serres 9-1-1853-54 ; Carlos Rei­
che, Fstudios Críticos de la Flora de Chile 6-60-1911. 

.M. luteus subvar, rnacrophy!bs Clos en G ay, Hist. Chile 
5-140-1849; Reiche - Fl. Chile - 6-60-1911. 

M. aurantiacus Renjifo, Anales Universidad Chile, 65-301-
1884. 

M. luteus var. aurantiacus (Renjifo) Reiche, fl. Chiie 
6-60-1911. 

"A crec¡)ing g labrous pcrenni:1I, frcely rooting from th<: 
nodcs; sl"l'm tcrC'IL', 1-3 dm. lnng. dc-cumhc,11 or p rost :1 1:.: ; k:1v,.:s 
11u mc-rous, bro:idly ovatc:, acutc, 2,'>·3 cm. l011g, nc:arly :is broa<l , 
regu!arly serrate, 5-7 nerved from the base, the lower short­
petioled, upper sessile, clasping; flowers few, pedicels 3 or more 
times as long as the calyx, much longer than the subtending 
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icavcs; c:dyx carnp:tnubte, 1,5-2 cm. long, tcc-d1 rrian,gul:u-:1cute. 
thc uppcr 1011,gcr, corolla 3-4 cm. long, tubc slc11Jcr, c::sc:rtc<l, 
lobcs sprcaJing, middle Jobe of the lowcr lip longc:r th:rn thc 
othcrs, tliro:ü red-maculatc, stamens :;nJ srylc ,glabrous. 

Distribution: comrnon a long strcams ami in moist place: in 

Chile:. 
Thc plants of this specics are commonly callcd "placa" in 

Chile and the more succulent, tender-ieaved ones are eatcn ei tlier 
as a salad or cooked in soup. 

M. luteus was first collected by Father Feui!Iee along a 
river bank in Concepcion, Chile, about 1714. He dcscribed :rn<l 
picture<l it as ' 'Gratiola foliis subrotundus, nervosis, fl oribus lu­
tcus", and, so far as known, no spccimens were made for sceds 
scnt to Eu rope. Linnacus referrcd to Feuillec:'s <lcscri ption :111<l 
plate when he transferred the ycllow-f!owerc<l p!ant to the gc:nus 
Mimulus and nothing more kno\\ 11 o f it far sorne ti1i-1e. Langs­
dorff, early in the next cenh1ry, scnt some seed from Ln:il::ska; 
plants from these wc:·e named M. guttatus by Fisótr in l 812 . 
De Canclolle took up this name in 1813, fully describing che 
species nothing some of its differer.ces from M. luteus. O thers 
botanists, howc·1er, did not agre with this v icw and bel ieve<l th:1 t 
the plants from North America and tbose pictured [)y feuillce 
were conspeci fic. Severa! years later, seeds were s~nt from South 
America by vn.rious collectors so th at it was possible to distin­
.3uish the i\1. lu teus of Feuil lee from the yellow-flowered 1\"orth 
Americ:i. 11 Mimulus that had been confused with it. M. Iutcus 
resembles lvf. guttatus rather closely, buc can be separaced from 
it, in g eneral, by its creeping hab ir, its fe,yer flo\\·ers ,,·ith 
pedicels 3 or more times longer than the calyx, irs mostly gla­
brous condition, and its more open corolla with relatively :1arrow 
tube. The th roat in M. guttatus is nearly closed by the C'\VO hairy 
ridges running clown the lower side, whereas the throat in M. 
luteus is wide open . 

This specics, like its North American relative, is polrmorphic 
an<l scvcr:tl v:trictics and spccics havc bccn d~scrihcJ, dcpenJcnt 
on the color and thc nurnber :rnd sizc of thc spüts, if prcscnt, 
0 11 thc lobcs of thc corolla. More 111:ttcrial for srudy :is to dif­
fercnccs or intergradations might modify on(.'·s conccpt of the 
group as a whole, but, after examining the specimens :iva:l:ibie, 
it scems best to keep the following as varieties. 
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Mimulus lutcus varieJad v:iriegatus (LoJJ) Ilook. 
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10 a. V nr. ri1·1tlaris Lindl. in I3ot. Reg . 12-1,í.min:t l030-
1826; LoJ<l. in I3ot., Cab. 16-1:ímina 1575-1829; Hook. in Curtís, 
Bot. Mag. II-8-cn lámina 3336-1834. 

M. guttatus Rcichenback H. G. L. en lconncs PI. Cult. 
3-lámina 204-1827-30, not OC. 

Stcms decumbent or tLscending; leaves coarsely toothed, more 
or less tinged and spotted with red; calyx tinged with red; 
corolla yellow, lobcs unequal, almost truncate, a large reddish 
spot on the middle lobe of the lower lip and numerous small 
spots Jown the throat. 

Specimens examined: Chile, Río Maipo, Santiago, about 
6000 ft. alt. Jan. 1892. 

J.O b. v.,,-, variegtttus (Locld) 1-look. in Curtis, not. Mag . 
II-8-lámina 3336-1834; Lindl. in Bot. Rcg. 21 -Límin:i. 1796-1836; 
C. Gay Hist. Chile 5-140-1849; Reichc fl. Chile: 6-60-1911. 

M. varicgatus Lood. in Bot. Cab. 19-1:ímin:t 1S72- i832; 
Paxt. Mag. Bot. I, lámina 79-1834; Planchan in fl. des Serres 
9-2-1853-54 . 

. M. ocellatus Bert. ex Steud Nom. ed 2-1 50-1841. 
Stems ercct, le:i.ves thin, ovate to ob!ong, these and the 

calyx usually tinged with red; coro!b pale yellow, the lobcs 
more or less deply banded with p:nkish - purple at the margins, 
throat spotted with numerous small red dots. 

Distribution: known only from Chile and rrc m cultivatcd 
specimens. • 

Specimcns examined: Chile: Quillota 1829, Bertero; Chile 
without date, Bertero 1148; in swamps near Aculeo and in Mt. 
Leona Rancagua, without d:i.te, Bcrtero 43 7 Chile. 

10 t'. V,rr. ) '011113,mc, 1-Jook. in Curtis, Goc. M:1g. lI-8-L',mi­
na 3363-1834; C. Gay, Hist. Chile 5-140- L:-3 49 ; Reiche, Fl. Chi le 
6-60-1911. 

M. Smithii Lindl. in Bot. Reg. 20-U.mina 1674-1335, not 
Paxton. 

Stcms :1sccnding o r dcrnmb-:nt; c:ilF ov:tl, more or léss 
spott<:d witli rc:d; c,l roll:L d<.:c·p yc:llow, thro:t t dottc-d ,vith l"l.:J 

an<l c:1ch lobe with a largc broad rc<ldish spot ncar th~ m:Hgin. 
Distribution: known only from Chile and from sp.:cimens 

cultivated in European gardens. 
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10 rl. V 11r. 111111111211/aris C. G11y, Hist. Chile 5-140-1849; 
Reichc fl. Chile 6-60-1911. 

M. nummul:tris C. Gay, Hist. Chile - .Atl:ts l. l:ímina 57-1854. 
Stcms glabrous, 1-2 dm. long, fistulous, dccumbent or :is­

cending, rooting freely from thc no<les; lc:tvcs ovate or cllipti­
cal, 1,5-2,5 cm. long, 1-2 cm. wide, :icute, co:irsdy serrate, sessile 
and clasping or t:ipcring to a short broad petiole, 3-5 nerved; 
flowers few in a terminal raceme rarely solitary, pedicels longer 
or shorter than the subtending leaves, stout, somewhat 9uadran­
gu!ar calyx camp:inulate, 1,5-2 cm. long, more or less spottecl or 
t inged with red, tecth broadly triangular-acute, the upper larger; 
corolla 3,5-4,5 cm.long, yellow, tube slender, throat wide open, 
lobcs une9ual, uppcr lip erect, midd lc lobes of the sprcadin,g 
lower lip with a single l:trge spheric::i.l reddish spot ncar the 
centcr and numcrous small dots clown the throat, capsule sti pi­
tate; seeds longitudinally striatc. 

D istribution: along streams and in swampy plac<:s in Chile. 

11 M. mpretts Donbrain in Fl. Mag. 2-lámina 70-1862; 
Regel in Gartenfl. 13-3-lámina 422, fig. 1-1864 ( amplified des­
cription); Reiche, Fl. Chile 6-61-1911. 

M. luteus var. cuprea Hook. in Curtís Bot. Mag. III-lámin::i. 
5478-1864. 

A glabrous or puberulent annual, branching freely from the 
base, more or less dwarfed and somewhat compact stems terete, 
1-2 dm. high; leaves subrhombic - ovate or elliptical, 1,5-3 cm. 
long, 0,8-2 cm. wide, sessile or subsessile, 3-5 nerved from the 
base, irregularly and coarsely serrate; flowers numerous, pedi­
cels mostly shorter than the subtending leaves or sometimes 
much longcr; calyx campanulate, more or less spotted with red. 
tceth triangular - acu te, the upper one longer, broader, obtuse; 
corolla 2,5-3,5 cm. long, tube yellow, thro:it expanded, spotted 
with red below the lower lip, lobes spreading, golden-yelo,v, 
becoming a briliant copper color at maturity; capsule constricted 
at thc base but not stipitate; seccls longitudinally striat~. 

Distribution: known only from southern Chile. 
Spccimc11s c.:x:uni11cd : Chile: S:1ntiago, U. S. 'í:xp. J83S; 

Provincia de: Colcha.gua, 1S62, füidgcs ( or ? Cumming) (U. S. 
número 259695 ); Chile, without loc:ility or d:ite, Gay. 

M. cuprcus was one of the popular garclen plants of the 
middle 18th century. Seeds of it were collected by a Mr. Pearce 
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in the moun tains ne.tr Chi llán, and were sc:nt by h im to Europe. 
The original description and illustratio n werc madc from culri­
vateJ plants. 

12 M. ,1r,11t!is Phi/. in A:iales l ·nivcrsiJad C!i ilt: 9. 1 12-1895. 
M. dcpressus var. aca.ulis (Phi l.) Rciche 6-62-191 l. P l:i.ncs 

small; lcavcs in a basal rosettc, rhomboiJ, L,5-1,6 cm . long, 9 
mm. broad, short pctio lcd, upper !caves incisc-dentatc; pec.liccls 
short, 1-flowered; calyx 6 mm. lo ng ; corolla 2,8-3 cm. lont_;, 
lobcs nc:1rly cc¡ual; stamcns and stylc short. 

Dis~rilmtion: in the A ndes in Ill apcl, Provincc o f Co9uimbo, 
Chile. Local!}' cal lcd "La Polcura". 

The shape o f tlie !caves ancl thc short • pcdircl lcd flowcrs 
ind icate that this spccies is distinct from M. lutc:us. 

22. /\'Iimu/111 cri11it11s Gram, M. acutidcns Reiche, Fl. Chile 
6-63-1911, not Greene. 

Plants hairy; stems weak, di ffuse ; leaves ovate, acure, 6-7 
cm . long. thin, sho rt-petioleJ; pe<liccls shorter thant the leaves; 
calyx cyl indrical, 1-1 ,5 cm. long, teeth linear, subulatc, the up?er 
tooth iarger ; corola 2-2,4 cm. long, yel!ow; capsule unkr.own. 

Distributio n: swamos in tbe Province of Valdivia, Ch ile. 
Specimens o f this specie~ have no t been see:1 by rhe wrirer , a::1d 
the ab0ve <liagi1osis is compilcd fro m the original <lc:scri ption. 

23 . l.-lim11/us depressm Phil. FI. Atac. 45-1S60; Reid:e, Fl. 
Chile 6-62- 191 1. 

A low glabrous perennial; stems short le:tves in a b:lS:tl 
roseti:c, crowcicd , ova.te, sho;t-pe tiolcd, 3-4 cm. long, 2-2,5 cm. 
broad, scrrate-dentate, b!ade with a transverse dark b:tr ; flO\·:ers 
subsessile, crowed :tt the apex of the stem; calyx 4-5 mm. long; 
coroll:t 1,4-1.5 cm. long, not spotted. 

Distribution: in swamps in the h igh mounrains in At:1.cama 
and Co9uimbo, Ch ile. 

23 11. vm-iedad nanus (Phil.) Reichc, Fl. Chile 6-62-1911. 
M . nanus Phi!. fl. A t:tc. 4'i-1S60 not H ook. & r,rn. 
P lants small; stems scarcc!y 2.5 cm. high, mostly 1-fio\\'cr­

ed: !caves ovatc, 5 mm . long, en tire , sho rt-petiolc:d ; co.-o! l:t <i 
mm. long. 

Distributio n: in we t pl:iccs in che Sandon V alley in the 
desert o f Atacama. Chile. 



Vnk-m ucl:t G., A. GLNERO i\lli\lULUS li t 

These pl:J.J1ts are know;:1 to the writer only from the <lescrip­
tions cited above. T he variety was origina.lly describe<l from five 
planes collected by a spring in the Sandon V::dley, Chile. It may 
be a dep:wperate form of the species or ex3.{Di nation of authenric 
material ma.y show it to be specifü:ally distinct. 

24. 1'1i11111/m ¡Jilosimrnius 1-IBK, Nov. Gen. & Sp. 2-370-
1817; Benth. in. DC. Prodr. 10-371-1846; McCloskie in Princc­
ton Patagonia Exp. S-721-1903-1906. 

M. sylvaticus Phi!. in Linnaea 30-197-1859-60; Reiche, Fl. 
Chile 6-62-191 l. 

A low pubescent perennial with stems 0,5-1,5 cm. long, 
procumbent or creeping, freely branched; leaves numerous, most­
ly crowded, the lower short-petiolate, broadly ovate or oblong­
ovate, 1,6-1,8 cm. long, 6-12 mm. wide, acute or obtuse, irregu­
larly dentate, pale g reen, the upper sessile or sbort-petioled; 
flowers axillary, numerous, pedicels slender, mostly shorter 
thant the leaves; calyx 5-6 mm. long, inflated and oval '\vhen 
mature, 6-8 mm. long, the throat slightly constricted, teeth spread­
ing, broa.dly triangular-acute, the upper longer and much broad­
er; corolla 1-1,4 cm. long; capsule oblong, almost as long as the 
calyx-tube, not stipitate; seeds smooth, oval, nearly as broad as 
long. 

Distribution: Perú, Chile and Argentine Republic. 
Specimens examined: Chile: Quillota, without date or col- · 

lector. 
This plant is closely rebted to M . glabratus and may be 

only a pubescent, short-pedicelled form of that species. 

25 b. /V1inw/11s glahrnt11s variedad parviflom s (LiurLI.) Grallt. 
M. parviflorus Lindl. Bot. Reg. Lámina 374-1825 ; Tr:i.ns, Hort. 
Soc. Lo11Jon 6-294-1 826; Benth. Scroph. In<l. 28-1835; D C. 
Prodr. 10-371-1846; Clos in C. Gay, Hist. Chile 5-141-1849. 

M. propinquus Lindl. Bot. Reg. lámina 1330-1830; Hook. 
Fl. Bot. Am. 2-99-1840; Benth. in DC. Prodr. 10-371-1846; 

M. lu teus var. micranthus Phi!. in Linnaeae 29-28-1857-58; 
Reiche, fl. Chile 6-60-191 l. 

M. kingi i Phi! .in Anales Univ. Chile tf3-528-1873; Rcichc:, 
fl. Chile 6-61-1911. 

Creeping or procumbent annua.ls, freely rooting a.t the lower 
nades, more or less pubescent above; stems terete; leaves broad­
ly ovate, base subcordate or nearly truncate, lower leaves taper-
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ing to m:irgined petioles, upper !caves scssile; calyx-tccth sl1ort, 
triangul:lr-acute, upper at least twice as long as the others; corol­
la tubul:lr, usually less than twice the lenght of the calyx, throat 
<lotted with red. 

Distribution: in wet places in Chile and Argcntinc Rcpublic. 
Spccimens scarce in American herbaria. 
Specimcns examined: Chile: P rovince de Chiloé, without 

date C .Gay; near Santiago, 1899, N ajarrc (Cornell ); Va lparaí­
so, without date, Mertens; Desert of Atacama ,Sept.-Oct., 1890, 
Morong 1213. 

The original description and plate of M. parviflorus corres­
pond closely with M. glabratus that event with the limited mate­
rial at hand the writer has no hesitation in regarding it as a 
mere variation o f M. g labratus, separated mainly by the extent 
of the pubescence. Additional material m:i.y show two to be 
conspecific. Lindley said that M. parviflorus differed from M. 
glabratus in not having sguare stems and in bcing hairy bnr this 
does not hold. The amount of hairiness is variable. Plants grown 
from seeds of Jorgensen's collection número 980 from Argentine 
Republic showed much diversity; sorne of the plants were gb­
brous, sorne had distinctly pubescent petioles, pedicels, and caly­
ces, and some were merely puberulent. I n this section, annual 
or perennial characters seem to be 1:i.rgely dependent on the 
amount of water present and the conditions under wich the 
individual plants are growing, so that these could not be used 
for specific diagnosis unless accompanied by others more im­
portant di ffcrences" . 

El D r. Carlos Reiche, en la obra citada, trata las siguientes 
especies : 

1.- M. luteus L. 
Variedad nummularius Clos. 
Var. macrophillus Clos. 
Var. youngana H ook. 
Var. micranthus Phi!. 
Var. aurantiacus Renjifo. 

2.-M. cupreus Regel. 
3.- M. parviflorus Lindl. 
4.- M. kingii Phi!. 
5.-M. silvaticus Phi!. 



Valcnzuda G., A. G ENERO ?-ILMULUS 

6.-M. deprcssus Phi!. 
V:trieJ:t<l n:tnus (Phil. ) R. 
Var. :tc:mlis (Pliil.) R. 
V:tr. pissisi (Pbil.) R. 

7.-M. acutiJens R. 
S.- M. bridgesii Clos. 
9.-M. longipcs Ph. 

10.-M. tener Phi!. 
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Se notan las siguientes diferencias en la revisión de Adele 
Lewis Grant, pues ella le da validez al M . acaulis gue en Reiche 
aparecía como una variedad de M. depressus; elimina M. acutí­
deos y en cambio le da validez a M. crinitus y deja M. acutidens 
como sinónimo; coloca M. pilosiusculus y como sinónimo de éste 
a M. sylvaticus; coloca a M. tener como sinónimo de M. glabra­
tus, gue el Doctor Reiche había rechazado corno pl:i.nta chilena 
y por último, no hace referencia alguna a M. bridgesii y a M. 
longipes. 

No menciona en su trabajo a M. parviflorus variedad ex­
terna gue el Profesor Skottsberg describió en 1922 en Nat. Hist. 
of Juan Fernández, p:ígina 168, así: 

"M. parviflorus Lindl. Johow, Estud. 82 var. extema nov. 
Var. A plantis in Chile lectis diffcrt foliis ornnibus petiolatis 
( superioribus brevius sed semper distincte), margine sat grosse 
et irregulariter serratis, nec non pedunculis petiolum aeguantibus 
sed foliis multum brevioribus. Planta perennis pilosa. 

Masafuera: Germain - Q. de las Casas ( also observed by 
Johow) wet places under overhanging rocks etc.; Q. de las Va­
cas (fr. 13-2-17 Número 497); Q. Angosta, at tbe waterfall; 
Q. de la Lobería (Fl. fr. 17-2 17, número 486). 

It is hardly possible to ascertain the right position of the 
insular from unless ali the material from the continent is revised. 

Germain' s specimens ,vere labelled M. parviflorus var. by 
Philippi, and Johow remarks that the Masafuera plant differs 
from th~ continental one in the short pedicels and in the pubes­
cence. 

A~ :ill s¡1n 111 1c11s w lkllcd i11 M:isafucra :irc oí llie s:u11e 
ki11d, whilc thcrc is 110 similar form in thc collcctions from 
Chile, I have dcscribeJ the former as a variety. It is not impos­
sible that M. pilosiusculus Kunth from Perú is the same, but 
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as I have not seen authentic material and the description is very 
brief, I must lc:1ve this 9uestion open". 

L:t sci'íor:t Grant describe M. crinilus con un nombre nuevo 
y he omitido las palabras Nom. nov. porc¡ue ya est:í publicada 
y ahora sólo hago una reproducción de una publicación que no 
he encontrado en las bibliotecas de Chile. 

Según el Diccionario Geogd.fico de Riso Patrón el lugarejo 
de La Polcura, citado respecto <le M. acaulis está si tuado en la 
parte superior del val le de Petorca a 32~04' y 70?24'. 

La aguada, cerro, 9uebrada, mineral y portezuelo de "San­
don" citada respecto de 23 a. va r. nanus está citado por el D r. 
R. A. Philippi en el Viaje al D esierto de Atacama, en la página 
79, y de aC1.1erdo con el D iccionario G eográfico ya citado, está 
a 25915' y 69?JS' . 

Agradezco a doña Mélica Muñoz, Jefe de la Sección Botá­
nica del Museo Nacional de H istoria Natural y a don Francisco 
Bellot Rodríguez, D irector del Jardín Botánico de Madrid, quien 
me proporcionó una copia fotostática de parte de los Anale:s del 
Jardín Botánico de Missouri. 

La lámina en colores cor~esponde a una especie hallada por 
mí en la Cordillera de Linares, en un sitio muy húmedo a orillas 
del Río Ancoa, como a seiscientos metros sobre el nivel del mar, 
a unos cinco kilómetros aguas abajo de la boca de salida del túnel 
de El Melado, 9ue trae aguas del río Melado al río Ancoa. 

La planta no tiene diferencias con un M. luteus, salvo el 
color, de un rosado casi rojo, muy diferente también del M. 
cupreus. El color es exactamente el 9ue aparece en la fotografía 
sin que tenga influencia en ella el papel rojo que se puso de 
fondo, como pudiera creerse. 

Estuve tentado de describirla como variedad nueva, pero, 
honestamente, no tengo antecedentes su ficientes. 

Creo 9ue podría pensarse que se trat:i. de un Mimulus luteus 
variedad variegatus H ook, cuya lámina N 9 3363 del Botanical 
Magazine tiene cierto parecido. 

• 


