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.. 
lll'ron cxpan,.iun in tl11· ~lt1u·n111n Dci,crt.-The At:i.::;,m:: D:~~r: of Pcr'.l and 

(">·· ,XI '.'".'.'.e~ f1,,n;_ _:-,· S Ü' :+·· S ::1~(\ th:,t J1ur·.:·Jll ir: ~linli~S 

¡ :.~n C'.11' :11· d.: :t ·-1~,t·il rl ,.•t :n ~L~· \,ur:d. t.\1,i(:_; !'~'-·~!. 11,,:·..: th::n 

~-'. :i· .. ·r~ '.r:tr,·;-. · t!•, d : 1 in l\·ru ar.d l~:c~, _ \\ :th th;ir :.té:.'!l~b.t,·d lrri~:'.'.t 2d 
:·'.:'.'.i1rr'.-, ¡1•·1\·:1,_. th: (,Iil_1· :r\•·h::rl. h:i':iiLtt fur '.:..:rún3 <tl'ri C'::::--~t:>. Th,. .-\nd(~ 

'."·c,·m.· :'.'.:":, .' .::~~!: ::~i:i t, 1::L· south .. and only !:il'\·,:n ri\·t:rs rr:i.ch thc se'.l. in the 

sout!:,:·n '.:.1:1 ,,f th.: l.L~, :·t. .-\ n1 .. rrnb;r of '.iird:, re:.:.ch thdr .=:;outh,:T,1 dbtribut:onal 
limit:' i:, .,:outl1\•:;~tL·rn PL·:·u or nort'.:ern Chi:., ·whiL· oth.:rs are Jhsent from tl~e 
ic ·::i-! :·:, ... , ln1t :·,·:q·¡Jc~r in e-;ntr:d C'.iiL· ,Jo::nson 1:::C72). 

Th'--' \Yhite-nl'CkC'd Henin ( .. -1; dra: c0céi) and th2 Lc:ist Bittcrn (lxnbrycl11u 
uif_:s'i uu·ur s,y}th te: ccntr::l PL;~U ir. th:: cn:i.s'.ul lowhnds (Ko,0 r1eke 1c:7c;. T:1(' 
l::·,·:.:.t E:.':rc·t [C1;,,1:1'r,.,d::i, alhu.--"'., Sno\\·y F;J:··,,t {Egret:n th11l'l), Striatc-d Hcr,1n 
,11.,,t,r:Jc.; s!riu.t.i:·'1, a1:d Bbc'.~-crowned Xir:'.':t-·Heron (.Vycticcrax 1;yctic(.:;ax) 

:i,.._. a!! comrnon in ::;outh1<".:61rc·n Pcrc1 (Hughes llJ7C;. The Gre::i.t E:;re~ and Sncrwy 

E.~:-t"[ arl.' :tl~c comr.r::nn in c-.:ntr:1[ c:::il.· but most E2{ely rru,~hed t:H·:·e from .-\:·,;:-~

tir.:: Bulh ~1"-'éci.:s h:ix~ 1.::~n reported at a num1)er of loc:i.liti~s in north::rn CJiilé 
but né'ithC'r aµp:.-:trs to have becom<:' cstablished. A single Striated H::ro:: col
J.:c: _r~ ;:t ! '.:, rr.duth oí t:1t> L!·.1t.1 Ri\·..:r ner.r th::' PL·~u-C~jl,__. borde:· on 2~ 

,. .\u¡.;ust 1•;;~ "';.:,:, only C1e second ob:,rrvation of the spC'ÓC's in Chil:: (Drouilly 
1971). Th,: BL:k-cro"·ncd Xight-Heron is the only hcron ,v!:ose brecding range~ 
:, ·..rnintrrruptcd '.or th.: ent'.r::- lc·ngtí". of the Andes. Thc Littlc Blue Heron (Floridu 

~· cao ;1fra) i." ks:; ('(1mmon in south,vestern Peru and may be a reb.tivdy, rccent 
n:sid-.:nt. 

The d:spersaI of thc Catfl~ E,1.cret (Bu!bulcus ibis) 
hcls captured th,: attc:::•.:an of 1nany students and bcen 

in thc 
broadly 

"'estern hemisphere 
documented. C':ütl-:: 

Egrd.; ,,·,~re '.i:-:-t n'port~·d in P~ru at l'luitc~ (4º S) by Stot .. (1957'.· 2.nd thci, 
;;'..rlis•.'qurr.t .'i[lr,~ad tbrou¡!hout much of thc country ,vas summ:i.rized by Frazier 
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( 1964). They occur ín both eastern and \\·estero Peru and ha Ye bccn seen aboye 
3500 m cleYation at sc\"erc1l localities in the Andes. Thcy are known along the entire 
coastal zonc, although they are more plentiful ín the north. They reachcd :\follcndu 
(17° S) in 1968, adults with buff plumage ·wcre prcscnt ín 1969 (Hughes 1970), 

and thc popul::ition has continucd to incrcase although ncsting has not bccn cs
tablí,hed (J ohnson 197.?). Their presence at high ck\"ations appcars to be more 
sporadic Post (1970) reported that E. Eiscnmann found them numerous at Puno 
on Lake Titicaca in I\farch 1969, but thcy \\'ere not secn there Ly Post in Scp
tember 1968, by Hughcs who scarched specifically for thcm in I\Iay 1969, nor by 
my::clf in :\Uf!USt 1972. Inasmuch as the specics has becn ablc to extend its 
Peru\·'.an range soutll\\·ard more than 900 mile:o in 12 ycars, one might cxpect 
that thi:o expansion would continue into Chile. Thus far the only rcport from 
C'.1ilc b oi a single bird Post (1970) saw in December 1968 on coastal rocks at 

.\ntoi:i:-2:::i.sta 
D:.:rin::;- l.~ mont'.,s (..\p:il :97.'. to juiy 197-'I) of iield studit::-; I d..:termined th•,' 

currt:nt status of herun~ in northern Tarapacá. The only heron with a \vide 
distri.bution and known to ncst here b the Black-cro,Yned :'.\ight-Hcron, \Vhich 
is '.·ound at sea level alon~ the coast and lower Llut~ RiYer and among the c.1shiun 
bo~:::- ~{nd '.r~·~h11:.1ttr L1kL"S uf thc altiplano al.Joye 42CO m Thc :,m:.i.11 hret:dinµ caler.y 
uf 26 ncsb Ptilippi et al. (1944) found at Lakc Cotacotani is the sale record 
of nest'.ng io: this uncommon spccics. It appcars to exploit fish and marine 
'.nverteüratl'S in the tidal poois and fish, ampl-.ibians, and inYerteLrates on thc 
altiµbno, liut thc intermcdiatc zone of the ri,·ers Iack fish, amphiLi:ins are rare 
and loc.li, and the in,·ertcbrate fauna is unkno,vn but belie\·cd to be poor. 

The corr.moncst spccit:s ::- the Snowy Egret, ,vhich appears on the co:tst from 
.\:1rii t(I ("L'.,,l;,-• It i~ r~·.-;t:·irted to lor:.ilitics \\·hc·,·e it can lind sn1'.'.tl m;.:.rin·.' 
¡;_,h,' i.•.'. 1nuuf: an,i Jo\\·rr 100-200 m ui the sm·:1.ll Llut:t Ri,·er and !h.• 
tid:t'. pu(,L, oi th_. rocky co:-.~t s0 1.:!th oi Arir.1 . .-\s many a:-: 21 birds h::i.,·e bren 
~crn :.it th..: ri\-..:r 'Jut :10 more th~n ~our on aEy occ:J.sion c1t the tidd pools 
.\ctults occur hut immatun:s predomir.::itc, and I sa,v only onc adult ,vith aigrettcs 
of the brerding pluma)!e (14 October). Thc species wu:- abscnt 14 OctoLer 1972 

'.o : ~ ,\1ay 107.:. ::nd I '.nund no .e\·idence of ncsting. Tbe Great Egrct was st'en 
only io:.:.r tírnes. during _\lay 2.nd June 1972: one fi.,;hinp: at the mouth of thr 
ri\·er, une restin¡.; on the b..:ach nc2.r thc river, a pair flying upstrean1, and one 
iishiEg from a rock irtty .~outh of t!1e city of Arica. T~e Littlc Bluc IIcron \Yas 

iirst ,·ep<ir'e<l fro!:'. l'hilr l·1y La\·c1T<imhr and Hill (1972) who S'.l\\' a singfo 
adu'.t on t\\'U occ1~ions. JO .i"!. OctoGrr ar.d 5-6 :'.\oycn1bcr 1971. on the rocky 
coast at .-\ric:i.. 1 ~::i.\\" an immature iJird moltinp: into bluc plurr.ag-e in 11ay and 
.-\uit.:~t. au r.dt:1~ in (ktol1_-r 1n7:;:, and two aduib in Junc 197.l. The absencr 
oi thc' ,µt'cit'.,; from üctolwr-:\"oyember to :\fay-JunC' indicates lhe same seasonal 

appr~rancc ª" the Sno,vy E~ret :;nd thís specil's is also :·estrictcd to fishing "tht: 

tid2.l :i~ol::. 

I sa,v no l'atlle Egrets in spite of continua} sectrching, careful examination of every 

cgret cncounten:d, and the presence of apparent)y suitab:e habitat. Cattlt> 

grazinR in the valley paslures are oftcn accompanied by thc Groovc-billed .--\ni (Cru

t0phaga sulrirosti"is), a frequrnt as.,;ori:ite oí the Cattk E.<:c·et clsewhere 

Both the Littk TIIue Heron and Cattle Egret are pre~ent'.y in a favorable position to 

expand into Chile' liut neither !'.as sucCC'C'dC'd thu.,: far. The Litt!c Bluc Heron has 

1-:-centl_\' ap;1•:,1red durinp; tht> nonhrcedinr: ~,c:_1;on !Jt1.t .•uitr.bL h::hit.Z',t i.c ,·t·ry '.;nÜh·r: 

::1nd .~ucces;ful c~tabli~hmC'nt :;t•cm~ unlildy. Th? Cattle Eg-ret, \\·ith its principally 
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inscctivorous diet and prcfcrcncc for pasturcs and agricullural habitat, appcars to 
have a grcater chance of success, but its south,vard progrcss has bcen slowed, if not 
h::i.ltcd, in southern Peru. It ,vill be of grcat zoogcographic interest to ie::un if this 
spccies succccds in spanning the Atacama Desert or is more succcssful in occupying 
Argentina and crossing thc Ande.:; to central Chile. 
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